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Dear Members 
 

Welcome to the first NCWWA Newsletter  

for 2017- I hope everyone had a restful and 

enjoyable Christmas and New Year. It is hard to 

realise that the first month of 2017 has already 

passed. 
 

During the break I continued to meet with a 

number of Affiliate and Associate members and 

prospective new members.  I am delighted to 

say we have two new Affiliate members join 

NCWA and two more likely to join. 
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BURSWOOD=ON=SWAN 
Venue for International Women’s day Luncheon 

Flyer - See page 7 
 

A warm welcome to Jessica Thorpe-Gudgeon  

as a new Associate member and the NCWWA 

representative for the National Council of 

YOUNG Women Australia - Jessica joins young 

women from Victoria, ACT, QLD and NSW. 

The NCYWA will be officially launched at the 

NCWA mid-term conference to be held in 

Canberra 14-16 June 2017.  
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The NCWA mid-term conference will be held at 

Rydges Capital Hill in Canberra with the official 

launch of the NCYWA will be at a breakfast at 

Parliament House on Thursday 15 June 2017. 

 

I had the opportunity to attend the Australia 

Day Citizenship ceremony held by the City of 

Perth which saw a larger number than usual 

become Australian citizens.  

 

I was also delighted to have an opportunity to 

visit Government House recently and meet  

with her Excellency the Honourable Kerry 

Sanderson AC. It was a terrific opportunity  

to talk about the role as patron of NCWWA and 

other issues.  Her Excellency is Patron to over 

170 organisations in Western Australia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson 

AC will be the special guest at the NCWWA 

International Women's Day lunch to be held on 

Tuesday 7 March 2017 at Burswood on Swan  

1 Camfield  Drive Burswood at 12 noon for 

12.30pm. As you are all aware the kitchen at 

Rod Evans is no longer operating. Unfortunately 

the price of the lunch has had to increase. The 

cost of the lunch is $55.00 and payment must be 

received in advance to confirm your attendance. 

Further details are included on page 7 of this 

Newsletter. 

 

At the first NCWWA meeting for 2017 which will 

be held on Monday 27 February 2017 the NCWA 

President Barbara Baikie will be the guest 

speaker. I hope you will all be able to attend. I 

look forward to catching up then. 

 

Robyn Nolan 
robynmn@bigpond.net.au 
0417 917 294 

  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LAUNCH of AFFILLIATE HISTORY series 

 

Dear readers, 
 

I recently hosted a morning tea at Parliament House for members of NCWWA. 

During this informal event I was inspired by the discussion with the delegates of  

affiliate members, regarding the organisations they represent within the 

NCWWA. Stories were shared in the room of the history of NCWWA and the  

contribution made by the affiliate organisations. The way issues have been            ELENI EVANGEL MP 

raised with the Government regarding women and families opened my eyes to the  

reality of the impact this group of women have had and continue to have on our society. 

 

Over the following months the editor of the NCWWA newsletter will provide readers with a series of 

brief presentations on many of the long term affiliate member organisations. 

 

It gives me pleasure to launch this series as a result of the unforgettable experience I shared over 

morning tea. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Eleni Evangel MP 
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 Let’s start with the Salvation Army! 
 

 

 

Shortly after NCWWA was formed in 1911 the Salvation Army WA became an Affiliate Member. 

The Salvation Army is included in the official  List of Affiliate Member Delegates in 1917 as published in 

the NCWWA history book The Spirit Lives On. 

The Salvation Army worked very closely with another affiliate member, the Women’s Service Guild. They 

were both sensitive to issues of social reform and conditions for women prisoners. The main focus was 

on the release of women prisoners and provision of support to get them back on track. 

 

Edith Cowan was the second President of NCWWA  from 1913 -1921. During this time the Salvation 

Army contributed to many subjects which were discussed and resolved.  

 The appointment of women jurors 

 The appointment of women police 

 The passing of anti-gambling legislation  

 The introduction of a referendum bill on the hour of closing time of liquor bars 

 

Gloria Reynolds was the Salvation Army delegate and NCWWA President 1987- 1990 

Her time in office dealt with the outcomes of a NCWWA seminar on The Prime Ministers National 

Agenda for Women. The theme of this meeting was “Priorities and Choice”.  The two speakers focused 

on women and taxation, voluntary work and women at home. 

Also during Gloria’s presidency, an application for a grant to the state government resulted in NCWWA 

renting  an office in  Hay St Perth, near Bennett St. 

 

Things change over time. The Salvation Army, like many affilliate organisations who have survived  now 

put forward resolutions directly to the government. By being affiliate members of NCWWA they have 

the mutual benefit of knowing the stance on issues that each is taking.  Attitudes and issues can be 

exchanged and debated. It is of mutual benefit for the Salvation Army and NCWWA to exchange 

information regarding the stance each organisations takes on similar issues. 

 

Laurel Pearce joined NCWWA in 2001 as a delegate of the Salvation Army. Since then Laurel has been 

Standing Committee Coordinator, National Habitat Adviser.  Member of the NCWWA Executive 

Committee and Vice President of NCWWA. Today Laurel is the Habitat Adviser for NCWWA. In her 

current role Laurel has been instrumental in initiating two research projects by student Intern Monica 

Viviani. Firstly, The Incarceration of Aboriginal Women for Minor Crime and secondly Homelessness. Both 

topics provide valuable information for NCWWA members, the Salvation Army and the Western 

Australian Government. 

 

NCWWA values the long standing commitment of the Salvation Army to the organisation and to the 

successful outcomes which have been of benefit to women and families since 2011 

 

Thank God for the Salvos   
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

From November 2016 

 

Members of Standing Committees are selected for their expertise, knowledge or interest  

and provide informed research and advice to all levels of the organisation. They provide 

leadership in the preparation of submissions to government at both State and Federal levels.     

 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND IMPLEMENTATION OF CONVENTIONS      
Adviser: Lorraine Finlay  
         
There are a number of issues relevant to NCW(WA) that have arisen in the past few months in this 

particular policy area: 

 

New Ambassador for Women and Girls 

The Australian Government recently announced that Dr Sharman Stone has been appointed as 

Australia’s third Ambassador for Women and Girls.  This role – which was previously held by Natasha 

Stott Despoja – plays an important role in promoting Australia’s efforts in gender equality and women’s 

empowerment around the world.  Dr Stone is a former federal parliamentarian (spending over 20-years 

as an elected Member) and will take up her position in January 2017. 

 

COAG Summit on Reducing Violence Against Women and their Children 

The COAG National Summit on Reducing Violence against Women and their Children was held in 

Brisbane on 28 October 2016.  The summit bought delegates from around Australia together to focus on 

issues including the effect of domestic violence on children, indigenous experiences, the legal system, 

and innovative uses of technology.  Discussions were guided by the theme Connect.Act.Change, and 

aimed to ensure a coordinated response by state and national governments to this very important 

human rights issue. 

 

Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 

The Joint Standing Committee on Treaties has responsibility for reviewing treaty actions taken by the 

Australian government.  It recently conducted a review of both the Paris Agreement and Doha 

Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.  

Both of these agreements require State Parties to take positive steps to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions, with the Paris Agreement coming into force on 4 November 2016.  Australia has committed to 

reducing emissions by 26 to 28 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030 and is currently on track to meet our 

international obligations in this regard.  The Joint Standing Committee recommended that both the  

Paris Agreement and Doha Amendments be ratified as soon as possible. 
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ART                               Adviser: Pam Ryder 

 

The events selected for this report confirm yet again, I think, the wide area covered by the arts in WA – 

definitely something for everyone. 

 

 It has just been announced that the Art Gallery of WA will hold a large exhibition featuring the 

late actor Heath Ledger’s personal effects, including the costume he wore for his Joker role, and 

his Oscar.  This exhibiton will be on from October 2017 until January 2018. 

 

 WA artist Jacobus Capone has won the second annual John Stringer Prize, worth $12,500, for his 

diptych Altar for Light; Preceding and Receding, a homage to the sun that combines photography 

and sculpture.  The artist, who has a practice spanning film and immersive installation, said dawn 

and dusk had always played a significant role in his work. 

 

 What is described as the world’s largest public art event has recently arrived in Perth.  The 

CowParade Perth 2016 features 40 cow statues which have been crafted, sculptured, painted and 

reconstructed by artists and fashion designers.  These will be exhibited in various public venues in 

the city, and there is even a specific cow which can be decorated by the public.  This bovine 

display runs till 11 December 2016.   

 

 A study carried out at UWA has confirmed yet again that exposure to the arts is good for your 

mental wellbeing.  Dr Christina Davies found that once a person was involved in at least two 

hours of arts activity a week, there was a clear correlation between time spent and wellbeing as 

measured by the Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Wellbeing Scale.  Yet another reason for funding for 

the arts to be strong and consistent.  

 

 WA artist and former graphic designer Rachel Coad recently won the $50,000 Black Swan Prize 

for Portraiture for Indian Summer, her portrait of fellow artist Waldemar Kolbusz.  She said the 

painting was typical of her work, in which she tries to convey the feeling of the person without 

too much colour or clutter, adding that she also tells the sitter to wear what they want, and the 

sitter’s stained T-shirt was “very Waldemar”. 
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NCWWA STEM BURSARY  -  REMINDER  

There is still time to nominate a candidate  

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHMATICS BURSARY 2017   

NCWWA is calling for nominations for the 2017 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) 

Bursary. The Bursary is available to a female student studying a STEM course in Western Australia at 

Year 12, Tafe or University level. Applicants must be Australian citizens and must address the criteria 

listed in the Bursary application form. In awarding the Bursary, NCWWA aims to recognise academic 

excellence and recognise the extent to which studies will benefit women, families and the wider 

community.   

The closing date is:  12 noon 20 February 2017.    

Details  are listed on the STEM Bursary application form which is available on the NCWWA website 

http://www.ncwwa.org.au/main/page_awards__events.htm 

 

PADDY FIRSTENBERG MEMORIAL AWARD  -  REMINDER 

There is still time to nominate a candidate  

Nominations are called for this 2017 award from women in industry, 

business or community service who have demonstrated leadership, 

exemplary achievement and outstanding contribution to the achievement  

of  women. 

The award honours Paddy Firstenberg MBE, OAM who constantly worked  

to empower women.  As Health Adviser to the Standing Committee for National Council of Women of 

Western Australia for many years, Paddy developed many resolutions and submissions to Government 

on issues effecting women. 

The closing date is: 12noon 20 February 2017 

For more information contact   Robyn Nolan     robynmn@bigpond.net.au    mob : 0417 917 294 

 

DATE OF NEXT GENERAL MEETING 

 

                    Monday 27 February 1.00pm 

                   Rod Evans Community Centre 

                     160 Hay St East Perth 



                              Guest Speaker 

                     Barbara Baikie 

                President NCW Australia 
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Paddy Firstenberg MBE OAM 

Barbara Baikie 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL of  WOMEN of WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrate  

International Women’s Day 
 

With 
 

National Council of Women of Western Australia 
  

and 
 

Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC 
Governor of Western Australia 

 

at  
 

LUNCHEON 
 

to be held at 
 

Burswood On Swan  
1 Camfield Drive, Burswood 

 

on 
 

Tuesday 7 March 2017 
 

12 noon  for 12.30 pm  
 

Cost $55 per person 
 

Great raffle prizes 
 

Members and Friends Welcome 
 

 
 

RSVP:  Confimation of attendance - by payment  - before Friday 3 March    
Phone:     0417 917 294 Email: Robyn Nolan   robynmn@bigpond.net.au 
Payment:    BSB: 066 110  Acct No: 10157530    

Account Name:  National Council of Women WA Inc.          
Cheques payable to: National Council of Women WA Inc                                                 
                                     PO Box 6224 East Perth  6892  
                                     Free parking  at  the venue. Transport - available if required                       
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AFFILLIATE NEWS 
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